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NSC BRIEFING 


12 June 1956 


BACKGROUND— ASWAN DAM 


1. The proposed Aswan "high dam" is the central feature of a 
TVA-like project, called Sadd-el-Asli . Its basic objective: to 
add some 2 million acres to Egypt’s irrigated land. Additionally, 
hydroelectric power would be generated, and some of it used for the 
manufacture of fertilizers. 

A. Total estimated cost of the whole Sadd-el-Asli project: 
$1.3 billion. 

B. Estimated cost of the high dam itself: $480 million. 

C. Estimated amount of foreign currency needed to cover 
imports of equipment: $275 million. 

2. At present, Egypt's cultivated area is some 6 million acres. 
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